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A Brief History of SEND
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Royal Worcester College for 
the Blind 
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1913 Mental Deficiency Act

1918 Education Act provides for ‘handicapped’ children to be 
educated

1944 Education Act provides 11 type of setting dependent on 
‘impairment’

1962 Education Act places legal responsibility on parents to 
find ‘suitable’ education for their child.

1966 Paul Hunt and Peter Wade publish ‘Stigma’

1970 Education (Handicapped Children) Act  – transferred 
responsibility for education of ‘severely handicapped 
children’ from health authorities to LEAs.

1972 Paul Hunt’s letter is published in the Guardian newspaper 
calling for equality for disabled people and asking others to join him.

1978 Warnock Report
1981 The Education Act – ‘special needs’ during the United Nations 
International Year of Disabled People. Gave parents new rights in 

relation to special needs.
1994 Salamanca Statement  - inclusion to be the norm

1997 Green Paper ‘Excellence for all Children – Meeting Special 
Educational Needs’

2001 Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (SENDA) –
extended disability discrimination legislation to schools, 
colleges and universities

2004 Children Act – Based on the 2003 Green Paper ‘Every Child 
Matters’.

2008 ALLFIE ‘We Know Inclusion Works’ March to the 
Department for Children Schools and Families

2010 The Equality Act

2014 The Children and Families Act
2014 SEND code of practice: 0 to 25 years

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25






The Code Of Practice

672



The Code Of Practice: Statutory Duties



The Code Of Practice: Principles



The Code Of Practice: Who’s Who

Commissioners 

Social Workers Information, Advice & 

Guidance

Health Social Care Education

Schools & Settings

Pediatricians 

Nurses

Therapists

Healthcare Assistants

Respite

Psychologists Therapists

CAMHs



The Code Of Practice: The Commissioning Cycle



A Code of Practice: The Local Offer





The Code Of Practice: Chapter 6



The Code Of Practice: Chapter 6



The Code Of Practice: Chapter 6



The Code Of Practice: Identifying SEN

A pupil has SEN where their 

learning difficulty or disability calls 

for special educational provision, 

namely provision different from or 

additional to that normally 

available to pupils of the same 

age. 



The Code Of Practice: Categories of Need



The Code Of Practice



The Code Of Practice: Quality First Teaching



The Code Of Practice: Plan Do Review



The Code Of Practice: EHCP



A Case Study



The Ofsted Framework



The Ofsted Framework: Quality of Education



The Ofsted Framework: Behaviour & Attitudes



The Ofsted Framework: Personal 

Development



The Ofsted Framework; Leadership & 

Management



Funding

Element 1: Makes provision for every child or young 

person on roll in an early years setting, school or 

college.

Element 2: Element 2 funding is SEN-specific, and is 

to provide SEN support for children who need it.  This 

is support that is additional to or different from the 

support that most other children get.  The 

government has said that a mainstream school or 

college has up to £6,000 to spend on each child with 

additional needs from within the school’s budget.

Element 3: Where a school has children needing very 

expensive provision which might absorb a lot of the 

SEN support funding, the school can request 

additional funding.



Final Thoughts & Questions
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